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Order now in time for Christmas

neWcastle Pudding lady 
Traditional style, handmade and boiled in a cloth and 
containing high fruit content
bca 312 500gm $25.00
bca 313 1kg $39.00
And–suitable for diabetics and celiacs in controlled 
portions and gluten free (no added sugar or artificial 
sweetener, wholemeal flour and margarine instead of 
butter and fewer eggs)
bca 314 500gm log $ 27.00

christmas cards Pack of 10  
5 neW designs 
Two of each with envelopes per pack (order three packs 
or more at $7.00 per pack)
bca 015 Pack of 10 cards $7.50
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Editorial 

google this well used phrase and there 

are almost ½ million entries.

Maybe recent images of children singing 

the song flashed across your mind.

Today the phrase has popular appeal 

across the generations, used to express a 

wide range of endeavours never envisaged 

by the original writers. It has found 

expression in encouraging people to start 

small; for example in reducing their carbon 

footprint; in planting trees; to investing 

in children’s education; and fostering the 

crossing generational and cultural barriers 

to name just a few. We all understand the 

logic expressed by “from little things big 

things grow”.

The Lord Jesus had a similar grasp, when 

he talked about the Kingdom growing. The 

mustard seed, the wheat producing 100 

fold, the welcoming of little ones, having 

faith like a child, and the crossing of racial 

and cultural divides in ones and twos with 

the Gospel message.

BCA knows also that from little things 

big things grow. We have seen a whole 

family come to faith because a child came 

home from a holiday bible activity run in 

a rural town and innocently asked a God 

shaped question of his Dad. 

This issue highlights just some of the 

seeds being sown, and the big things 

growing through your support of our 

mission endeavours; we have particularly 

focused on the younger activities and 

we trust that you will be encouraged to 

continue your support, no matter how 

small, for through it and God’s action big 

things can grow.

Enjoy!

brian roberts

National Director  

Order now in time for Christmas

“From Little Things Big Things Grow” is a rock protest song recorded by Australian artists 
Paul Kelly & The Messengers in 1991. It is a moving expression of how the Gurindji people’s 
actions sparked the Indigenous land rights movement which led to Government legislation 
and the handing back of traditional lands in the Northern Territory.
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it was with a servant and humble heart 

that fifteen teenagers, their teachers 

and two families from their local church 

learned more about the difficulties of rural 

life. 

July 2008 saw the establishment 

of the “Dusty Boots Programme”. After 

conversations with Don Wilson back on the 

Four Wheel Drive trip of ’06 and discussions 

with BCA, we were accepted as Co-Workers 

to develop a programme to assist young 

people to experience rural life, not as a 

holiday, but as a way to help the rural 

churches and their communities. 

The focus was to have students from 

urban areas visit rural western NSW and 

have them develop a servant attitude within 

the community, support and work under 

the guidance of BCA workers and the Dusty 

Boots Programme, and for all in this school 

service programme to give glory to God 

under the work of BCA rather than their 

own individual school or church. 

These two Bible verses have become the 

basis for the programme -

“How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!” Romans 10:15

“Offer your bodies as living sacrifices… if 
it is service, let him serve” Romans 12:1,7

Penrith Anglican College has been the 

first school to take up this programme. 

Training over six sessions included team 

building exercises, fund raising organisation 

and small group preparation for the 

cooking, children’s and maintenance 

teams. The cost of the trip was supported 

through the students’ fund-raising efforts 

as well as paying their own way to cover 

accommodation, food, coach, fuel and 

equipment costs.

We left Penrith on Saturday 5th July by 

mini coach (hired through Fantastic Aussie 

Young people getting their boots dusty!

The Team

SPRING 2008
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Continued over

Young people getting their boots dusty!

Tours) and 4WD vehicles and travelled to 

Broken Hill with a stopover in Nyngan. 

Overnight rain resulted in closure of the 

road to Tibooburra until noon - providing 

an opportunity to tour the RFDS base and 

BCA House in Broken Hill. 

After arrival in Tibooburra the team set 

to task on a range of maintenance and 

children’s activities for the next 2½ days. 

Ron & Crystal Spindler (BCA Broken Hill) 

and Michael Stuart (BCA National office) & 

family supported the activities. 

The Maintenance team at the church 

building divided into groups: landscaping, 

painting and carpentry. Weeds were 

removed, shrubs trimmed and garden 

beds revealed from under the red dust 

accumulated by numerous dust storms. 

Rocks were collected to make structures 

around the gardens. The painting groups 

sanded well worn timber, taped windows 

in preparation for painting and painted 

the window frames, sills, fascias and barge 

boards. Carpentry work included replacing 

window sill timber and the outside toilet 

door, fly screens – and they replaced 

concrete around the front verandah posts 

and back foundations.

The children’s team set itself up inside 

the church building. With no response to 

advertisements provided the preceding 

week, Jenny and the students went to 

introduce themselves to any children 

by walking around the eight streets of 

Tibooburra. Two local children came to the 

activities that day and another five came 

the following morning – a good response 

considering there are only nine children 

attending the local school. Activities 

included games, sport, craft and a Bible 

message. In the afternoon, the children’s 

Maintenance work at the church

SPRING 2008
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team cleaned inside the church building - 

washing chairs, floors, windows, blinds and 

curtains.

A morning tea and scrapbook was 

organized by members of the school’s 

church, Christ Church @ the College for 

the mothers and pre-schoolers in the local 

CWA Hall. Due to a local illness with the 

children, only one mother attended, but 

she thoroughly enjoyed her time and was 

given a pamper pack that included a tract 

as a gift. Pamper packs and tracts were 

also given to the people in the town who 

supported us – the local store owners and 

accommodation providers.

Rain was predicted for the day of our 

departure but we travelled back to Broken 

Hill on a dry road, while dark clouds loomed 

and rain surrounded them. We again 

praised God for supplying us a dry road 

on which to travel. The Team had free time 

in Broken Hill and Silverton, returning to 

Penrith just nine days after setting out. Two 

students were interviewed, on their return, 

by ABC Radio and presented on air in the 

ABC Rural Report. Another two were asked 

to write articles about their experiences 

for the local newspapers in Tibooburra and 

Broken Hill.

The people of Tibooburra were 

overwhelmed that a group of teenagers 

from the city would take time and provide 

the materials to work on their local church 

building. Many locals came each day to 

‘chat’ and look at the work. Many had never 

seen the paths that were uncovered. The 

local children thoroughly enjoyed their 

activities (2 of the children had not been in 

the church building before). 

The small number who attend the 

church have been encouraged as they share 

with the other locals that people care - 

that God cares. The students’ experiences 

ranged from undertaking physical work 

and cooking meals that they had not done 

before, taking on responsibility for young 

children, being a part of a team, learning 

more about God and living in a Christian 

community for nine days.

We have been encouraged by the first 

“Dusty Boots Team”. This is a way to connect 

young people with BCA, mission work and 

rural Australia. We are planning to take 

another group from PAC in 2009 and we 

are looking for further opportunities to 

work with other city schools. 

We would also be interested in 

discussing this programme with any youth 

groups in the city who would also like to 

undertake service in the rural areas.

robert and Jenny stubbs

Co-Workers

From previous page

Young people getting their boots dusty!
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Fun in the Son

the anglican church of the West darling 

invited the bowral anglican church to 

return to menindee to run another program 

for the local children during the school 

holidays. they accepted gladly.

The event had been organised over 

the past 18 months, with a team of forty 

people travelling some 1200 kilometres 

from Bowral to share with the local folk the 

joy and fun that can be had on a “tropical 

island”. The theme was ‘Fun in the Son”. 

The holiday club included drama, 

puppets, songs, art, craft, games, touch 

footy and beading for the ladies. The 

children responded well and at least 34 

attended everyday for each of the five days. 

Bible verses were taught each day and all 

were being recited by memory at the end of 

the week.

The co-ordinators, John & Wendy Clarke, 

said it was “very exciting” to see some of 

the children return from last year and recite 

verses they had been taught then. 

“Old friendships were renewed and new 

ones formed by both new members of 

the Holiday Club team and also the new 

children that came along”. 

One of the children’s response was “it’s 

been great to see my friends from Bowral 

again!”

The team was encouraged by comments 

made by some Menindee parents and 

community members who were impressed 

by the children’s attentiveness, eagerness to 

learn and their participation.  

Although tired at the end of the week, 

the team knew that God had truly been 
Continued over
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glorified and this was shown by the fact 

that there was a huge increase in the 

attendance at the Sunday Service following 

the Holiday Club. During the service there 

was a phone link up with the church in 

Bowral for those unable to make the trip to 

Menindee again this year.

BCA Field Staff, Ron and Crystal Spindler, 

had fully supported the initiative with 

prayer, and the promotional and practical 

work that needed to done before the team’s 

arrival. They will be following up with an 

Alive@5 Service at Menindee Anglican 

Church. 

They are praying too that the way will 

be made clear for a busload of children 

from Menindee to travel to Bowral and 

join the wider church community of the 

Southern Highlands during the June/July 

school holidays next year. Crystal comments 

that “Bowral has travelled many kilometres, 

twice, to share the Good News with the folk 

of Menindee. For the children to visit them 

would encourage those unable to travel out 

and the children would see faith in action 

at Bowral Anglican. The children would gain 

much from this adventure, meeting old 

friends - making news ones. They would 

see how the wider community of faith has 

‘big arms’ and how it can be so different yet 

still one with Christ. For some it would be 

the first time to see forests, the ocean, big 

church gatherings, a different community 

and culture, seeing the vast differences in 

the east coast of Australia to the outback.” 

ron & crystal spindler

From previous page

Fun in the Son
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this issue of the real australian focuses 

on one of the more recent ministry needs 

that bca support, that of ministry to 

children and youth. bca is committed 

to support the reaching out to the next 

generation with the good news of the lord 

Jesus. bca is serious about the call to 

mission to the next generation, a call that 

we see early in israel’s history.

When reading through the book of 

Deuteronomy (e.g. 6:4-

25) one of the clear 

imperatives for those 

who had witnessed 

Israel’s rescue from 

slavery in Egypt was to 

pass on that knowledge 

and experience. God’s 

revelation was to 

be a part of their 

thoughts and actions 

in everything they did, 

wherever they were. 

The Lord was to be the 

centre, the focus of their 

homes and families so that their children 

would understand who God was and what 

he had done for them as if they too had 

experienced the Exodus.

Further on in the book of Judges we see 

the consequences of their apparent failure 

to pass the baton on. The generation after 

Joshua grows up knowing little of what 

God had done for his people. In their 

ignorance they succumbed to the influence 

of the nations around them, worshipping 

other gods. They suffered the consequences 

for their faithlessness, as it brought them 

nothing but trouble. We baulk at the 

violence and chaos in this book but this is 

the price Israel paid for wanting to be like 

the nations around them rather than the 

God who rescued them. The rule of law 

under God was replaced more and more 

with the law of self-rule.

Nonetheless in the midst of this 

hopelessness and foolishness, God did raise 

up Judges to rescue his people from the 

threats around them. As Judges even in 

their failure made way for the coming of 

King David, so his failure and the failure 

of his descendents makes the way for the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ who was 

raised up from birth as our Saviour and as 

Lord. Our task is to heed the warning and 

lessons of Judges and persevere in seeing 

the next generation hear and believe in the 

Lord Jesus and so find life and hope in him.

michael stuart Ministry Development

Passing on the baton to the next generation



10 SUMMER 2008

Making a 180 degree turn
neville and kathie naden moved to 

broken hill a little over 18 months ago. 

neville was convinced that in order for 

any long term sustainable ministry to take 

place it would need two things. firstly, it 

would need children and young people. 

secondly, these young people would need 

to be trained.

Since starting at the Hill there were 3 

young people who felt the need to begin 

a youth work. The unusual name of 180 

Youth was chosen by the young people 

because they wanted the young people of 

Broken Hill to take a 180º turn from serving 

and trusting in themselves to serving 

and trusting in the living God. Today this 

group now attracts up to 30 young people 

each fortnight, the majority of which are 

Indigenous.

Since its inception they now have a 

committee, consisting of 5 young people, 

who meet weekly to discuss and plan 

their fortnightly activities. Some of the 

activities include devotions, music, prayer, 

games, outings and camps. They also have 

a worship band that performs at various 

functions around the city and recently they 

were asked to play at a NAIDOC celebration 

day, which was appreciated by all in 

attendance. 

It is encouraging to see a good number 

of young people attending the training days 

that we have from time to time. Those who 

attend are looking to equip themselves to 

serve God in whatever capacity He would 

have them serve. 

We ask that you pray for our young 

people as they seek to honour God with 

their lives and their gifts. Pray that God 

would sustain them in what they hope to 

achieve and keep them focussed on the 

bigger picture. Pray that the young people 

who have not made the transition from 

youth group to church might do so and 

that they too along with the other young 

people may have a desire to serve and live 

for God. Pray that they will be effective in 

reaching other young people of Broken Hill 

and that their numbers would grow. Pray 

that they themselves will remain faithful to 

God, one another and to His work. 

neville naden
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We are delighted to 

announce that the april 

bottom scholarship for 

2009 has been awarded to 

Jordi fusi of menindee. 

the scholarship for $7,000 

during 2009 will go towards 

his boarding or tuition fees.

The selectors and April’s 

family were encouraged 

by Jordi’s personal 

achievements to date and 

the fact that he is at an 

important period of his 

education in progressing 

from secondary to tertiary 

studies. Jordi is completing Year 12 at 

Menindee Central School and hopes to 

undertake a Bachelor of Law at Sydney 

University. He has also completed TAFE 

courses in Business and Financial Services 

and undertaken a school based traineeship 

with a law firm in Broken Hill. Jordi is 

involved in a youth leadership project and 

is the School Captain. He believes the most 

important aspect of both is to be a role 

model for the other students. 

April’s family have this year highly 

commended the application from Telicia 

Nicholls of Tibooburra. Telicia is in Year 8 

at Marymount College, and all the selectors 

were encouraged by her commitment to her 

studies and service to the community. 

We wish all students well for their final 

exams this year, and particularly those who, 

at the time of going to print, will have 

completed their HSC.

Applications for the 2010 Scholarship 

will open in April next year. A young person, 

resident in the West Darling Parish who 

wants to continue their education, either 

secondary or tertiary, outside the Parish in 

2010 will be eligible. Previous applicants are 

invited to apply again.

If you know someone who would benefit 

from this Scholarship or you are interested 

in obtaining further information please 

email robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au or 

telephone 02 9262 5017.

April Bottom Scholarship for 
2009 awarded to Jordi Fusi

Ron and Crystal Spindler present Jordi with his 
Scholarship at Alive@Five Service
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Praise God for BCA
someone once commented to matt ‘is that 

place (newman) hell?’

Matt replied “No, but you can see it from 

here”.

Matthew is about to be, once again, 

the only full time Protestant minister in 

town. The minister of another church is 

leaving after less that a year in the job. 

That poor church has not had a minister 

longer than a year for the last 13 years. 

(What’s going on??) The ministers aren’t just 

leaving; they are considering not ever doing 

ministry again. Their wives are considering 

not ever going to church again. They are 

casualties of this town. People in this 

town, who are ‘givers’, get chewed up and 

spat out. Doctors go through the motions, 

people who try to make a difference in 

the community get used up and become 

hard; teachers, counsellors, nurses. This is 

a hard town. This is an incredibly selfish 

town.  The motto appears to be: ‘Earn as 

much money as possible no matter what’.  

No matter about kids (babies, toddlers, kids, 

teenagers). No matter about health (alcohol 

consumption is at dangerous levels). No 

matter about emotional health (there is 

underlying depression). Whatever services 

are in town are taken for granted, abused 

and under resourced.  

The hardness of this town makes us 

yearn for it. We love Newman. Newman is 

like a child who makes bad choices, hurting 

themselves and others. And we feel like 

parents who love and pray, and long to see 

the child restored. We love the people of 

Newman. We want to see them turn to the 

One who can wipe away their tears, and 

give them true peace and joy.

And this is why we sincerely praise God 

for BCA. Not just the people in the office, as 

great as they are, but every one who prays 

and supports. We have been here two and 

a half years and look to be here a while 

longer. Why haven’t we become hard? Why 

Newman congregation

Baptism

Matthew, Naomi and family
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haven’t we been chewed up and spat out 

like others? Because you pray. You sustain 

us with your prayers. You bring us before 

God and he watches over us. Your prayers 

are so valued. 

And praise God again for BCA. Newman 

has had the blessing of at least having 

one full time bible believing minister in 

town, consistently for the last 40 years.  

There must be many lives that have been 

transformed by the Holy Spirit through 

the ministry of those faithful people. Other 

churches struggle week in week out to 

survive, whereas Newman Anglican Church 

is surviving and reaching out. Praise the 

Lord. Thank you to the Bush Church Aid 

family. 

naomi Johnson Newman

DONATIONS MADE 
SIMPLER
bPay for bca
For our supporters who are familiar 

with BPAY – or who want to try it out 

– we are now offering this facility so 

donations can be made either through 

your internet banking or by telephone 

to your bank, credit union or building 

society. Donations can be made from 

either your cheque, savings or credit 

card accounts.

Our Biller Code is 88203. 
For Supporters wishing to use the BPAY 

facility – your Reference No. is the seven 

digit number appearing above your 

name and address on the mailing label 

of this Real Australian.

GUEST SPEAKERS

Is your Probus group or Rotary Club (or 

any other association of which you are 

a member) looking for a Guest Speaker?  

If so, the BCA Regional Officer in your 

State would be pleased to discuss your 

requirements with you. Phone numbers 

inside the front cover or email:  

ian@bushchurchaid.com.au
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Gular Chaplaincy
the chaplaincy ministry in gulargambone 

central school started in term 2 and 

already there’s been plenty happening. my 

normal routine is to spend as much time 

with the students as possible. in fact a lot 

of this job is just about doing what they 

do, building relationships through that and 

shining god’s light as i do it (1 cor 9:22). 

I work in the school for two days a 

week, usually Monday and Tuesday. Apart 

from the usual things I get involved with… 

PE, mucking about at recess and lunch, 

assisting with scripture, helping with 

homework centre, etc, there have been 

some extra things I have been able to do 

with the students.

One of the extras was a four day camp 

with the secondary students in the Snowy 

Mountains area which involved activities 

that build initiative and confidence. 

Some activities included a climbing wall 

and abseiling, raft building, canoeing, 

ropes course and archery. This camp was 

instrumental in getting to know these 

young people and has paid dividends. 

I was also able to get motivational media 

to come in August and give a presentation 

to all of the secondary school. Motivational 

Media is a Christian based organisation 

that provides a 40 minute audiovisual 

presentation on big screens at your school. 

The presentation is not overtly Christian but 

promotes good life values. 

Just recently I went on a trip to Walgett 

with some secondary students to a rural 

skills expo which was all about career 

opportunities in our area. This was another 

chance to get alongside these young people 

and be a support and encouragement to 

them.

The local youth centre has just employed 

a man from Gilgandra. He and his wife 

are Christians and his wife works in Gular 

Central School as support staff. They both 

have a heart for Gular. If you would, please 

keep them in your prayers. Their names are 

Andrew and Alfrene. I feel this link with the 

youth centre could be important for this 

ministry.

I have also been starting to write an 

article from time to time in the community 

magazine about issues concerning youth. It 

is a good opportunity for the community to 

see me and what I do.

My hope is in time that the pastoral care 

side of my work will develop further. That is, 

I hope that the students and teachers might 

feel comfortable letting me help them 

through the issues they face and that I can 

support them with the love of Christ. Please 

pray that this will happen.

mark doyle Gulargambone Chaplaincy
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Post & Rails
Welcome

Welcome to grant hay 

who provides ministry 

to the indigenous people 

of South Australia 

with a special focus at 

Pt Pearce and prison Chaplaincy. Pray for 

him in this exciting, challenging yet vital 

ministry. This is a joint project between the 

Dioceses of Adelaide and Willochra that 

BCA is now supporting.

updates

Christ for 

Campers will 

continue next 

year. greg 
Jones and 
graham knott 
will be running it in Mallacoota over the 

Christmas break. 

mike and 
Joan maude 

are organising 

a program 

for Broome 

and other centres in the North-West 

for the middle of next year. Pray for the 

preparations that need to be made for these 

important ministries and for people to 

support these outreach initiatives.

neville naden has started a Community 

Garden on the grounds of the BCA Hostel, 

Broken Hill. Pray for this initiative as he 

seeks to encourage and assist people in the 

indigenous community in the Broken Hill 

area.

health

narelle 
macPherson 

has begun 

working at 

Kormilda 

College on a 

part-time basis 

until the end of the year as she recovers 

from some recent injuries. chris baxter, 
the NSW Regional 

Officer, has been on 

leave after recent 

surgery and will 

be returning in the 

New Year. Pray for 

wisdom and healing 

for these folk.

congratulations

Congratulations to 

Phillip and kathy 
knife as Philip serves 

as the Chaplain to 

Seafarers in Geraldton. 

Pray for them in this 

venture and for those supporting and 

working with them.

Congratulations to mark holland on the 

occasion of his 

ordination to 

the Priesthood 

in Hobart in 

November. 

Pray for God’s 

blessing as Mark 

moves into a new stage in his ministry.
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From the pen of Julie Lanham...
richard and Julie lanham have been in 

gilgandra now for nearly 3 years. from her 

diary, Julie shares some of her thoughts 

with us...

may 19th 2008

After church some of the girls asked if I 

would have them over after school to teach 

them to make muffins. I’m very happy to do 

that and welcomed the idea…

The girls arrived and we made 2 batches 

of muffins. It was a really great afternoon 

with the girls sitting around the table 

sipping their cups of tea and just chatting. 

They began to sound really relaxed and at 

home. 

They didn’t want to leave so I let them 

stay a little longer. They played with drums 

and other instruments and then we looked 

at the girls’ websites with them. As I sat 

next to Rich one of the girls sat next to 

me and slowly leaned up against my side. 

Amazing that she felt comfortable in sitting 

so close. They all want to come back next 

Monday and ice cup cakes. Now this is the 

sort of relationship building stuff that is 

really good. Thankyou Lord!

Wednesday 29th July 2008

Tonight like every Wednesday night is the 

AIM youth discipleship night. We have 

dinner together at our home and then 

teach the kids more about what is to be a 

Christian and what the Lord wants from us. 

Tonight we talked about how God can speak 

to us. 

We read about Samuel and watched a 

bit about the ‘Field of Dreams’ movie. We 

talked about the choices we make and how 

often the devil tempts us but we are the 

ones who ultimately make the end choice. 

Well last night at the Girls Tuesday Night 

Teens bible study we talked about choices 

and how it’s up to us who we choose to 

serve - God doesn’t make us serve him even 

though he has the power to do so. One of 

the girls said “now listen, do all you youth 

people get together and decide what you 

all are going to talk about at youth nights? 

Coz I’m hearin’ the same thing and I think 

maybe God’s sayin’ something to me…” 

Another of the girls said “yeah, you always 

seem to know when we’ve done something 

wrong or are getting tempted coz you talk 

about it to us… how do you know?”. Now, 

how amazing is that! Rich and I were able 
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Central australia –  
4th June to 22nd June
Adelaide, Roxby Downs, Leigh Creek, Coober 
Pedy, Yulara, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, 
Katherine, Gagadju, Darwin

north West australia  
26th June to 18th July
Darwin, Gagadju, Katherine, Kununurra, Fitzroy 
Crossing, Broome, Port Hedland, Newman, 
Tom Price, Karratha, Exmouth, Carnarvon, 
Shark Bay, Kalbarri, Geraldton, Perth

Family saFari  
4th October to 16th October (NSW school 
holidays) Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat, 
Halls Gap, Hiking in the Grampians, Red 
Cliffs, Mildura, Hay, Booligal, Hillston, Lake 
Cargellico, Forbes, Sydney

holy land oF israel  
2 weeks October- November
A special tour for our 90th year. Spend nights 
in Nazareth, Tiberias and Jerusalem – a 
memorable experience. Wait list open

BCA TOURS 2009
See the sights – experience BCA ministry – travel with like-minded people

to underline the fact that we talk about 

what we feel God is telling us to talk about 

to these guys. God is talking to us and we 

are listening.

We had a few laughs and it was a good 

night. The kids seem to be relaxing more.

22nd september 2008

So we’ve been here for 2 ½ years and for 2 

½ years one of our Wednesday night girls 

has been playing in our back yard, walking 

through our front door, sitting in our 

lounge and showing this hard, hard face. 

No hellos, no thankyous and definitely no 

smile from this baby girl. You wish and you 

pray and you hope that one day you will 

get past the hard exterior knowing that it’s 

a protective screen. Now, almost overnight 

this girl wants to talk to me, sit next to me 

and muck around. 

She saw me cry the other night. We had 

dropped off one of the girls and she didn’t 

want to go - it was a sad situation and I 

couldn’t hold it in. I sat on the bus trying 

to blink away the tears; this girl watched 

as I looked out at the moon with tears 

streaming down my face. That was the talk 

of the group the next day ‘hey, Julie was 

crying last night’. Our girl called me a “sook” 

- it was her way of communicating. I didn’t 

feel she was being mean but rather it was 

her way of having a reason to talk to me. 

I explained why I was crying - I said it was 

because I care, and I said that one day she 

will ask the question “are you okay Julie?”. 

‘Nar bub’ is the reply. Yes, one day there will 

be real communication, I can’t wait.  

With permission of Julie lanham

For information email: BCATours@bushchurchaid.com.au
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the s.a. auxiliary held their annual 

luncheon recently. a crowded holy trinity 

hall (adelaide city) enjoyed a hot lunch, a 

welcome from the rector, Paul harrington, 

an update of bca news prepared by the 

state chairman, and were told of a rose 

garden fund-raiser. 

Bishop Bruce Rosier, one of many 

helpers, was busy shepherding 130 guests 

to receive their meal, as well as introducing 

the speaker Rev. Martin Bleby who was 

standing in for his son Sam, who was ill. 

Bruce Rosier was Bishop of Willochra at the 

time the Bleby family went to Coober Pedy. 

Rev. Sidney Green (and his wife) are ‘New 

Australians’ who have migrated from the 

U.K. to make Australia their home, and they 

have taken BCA to their hearts. Sidney gave 

an eloquent vote of thanks and then Paul 

Harrington summed up the whole event 

in style. All present enjoyed the fun, the 

fellowship, the meal and the great message 

delivered by Martin. 

on sunday 28th people travelled vast 

distances from sydney, rockhampton, 

emerald, biloela, blackall, hughenden 

and mt isa to welcome and set aside bob 

and sue Witten for their ministry in the 

co-operating Parish of Winton.

Travelling is a given in outback places 

not just outside the parish but also within. 

Boulia is 380kms or so from Winton and 

Bedourie is another 200 plus kms from 

there. Good tyres are essential.

Our plans for 3 months BCA nomading 

and locuming followed by a months rest 

took a twist in that we are still doing the 

pattern but returning to Winton each 

time. Our first break is in mid-October 

to mid-November when we will take the 

opportunity to do family things. Yes again it 

means vast distances but it can be done at 

a slower speed. Please pray that we will not 

be tired but refreshed in all this so that our 

3 months on will be effective and efficient 

use of time. Thank you for your partnership 

as God grows his kingdom in this part of 

Australia.  bob & sue Witten Winton

Not retiring just 
retreading...

Auxiliary Annual Luncheon

A WAY OF DOiNG PART-TiME iN 
REMOTE AREAS...

Sidney Green and Martin Bleby



When I first heard about 

the birthday parties Rich 

and Julie throw for the 

kids in Gilgandra I was 

encouraged by the depth 

of their love for these 

children. I’ve always 

been encouraged by 

their enthusiasm 

for the gospel and 

the way they get 

alongside the kids 

and the youth in the 

community to show 

them just how much 

Jesus loves them.

From the community 

garden in their own 

yard, to the BBQ’s, 

to the weekends 

away for the boys, 

to Julie’s cooking 

classes for the girls 

– and the birthday 

cakes! Professionally 

made and creatively 

decorated by Julie 

they found they 

found their way to the most critical taste-

testers in Gilgandra – the kids!!

Julie has now passed her cake decorating 

ideas on to us and has published her book 

“Party Cakes”. Included in the book you will 

find a castle in the clouds, a football, pirate 

ship, crocodile, 

teddy bear’s picnic, 

a princess, to name 

a few. 

There are 49 designs 

in all and Julie 

has also included 

templates for you. 

A comprehensive 

introduction provides 

baking tips, 

safety advice 

and shopping 

suggestions 

as well as 

decorating 

techniques.

I wish you could 

see the cakes 

in this book!! 

The decorations 

are amazing! It 

would make a 

lovely gift for 

someone who 

enjoys making 

celebration cakes 

– or who would 

like to learn how. Maybe you could have a peek 

before you wrap it for Christmas! 

We are offering Julie’s book in this Real 

Australian and the proceeds of course go to 

support BCA’s ministry.

robyn Williams

“To God the maker and giver of dreams, the creator who made us to be creative: i thank you.” – 
Julie Lanham

Julie Lanham’s Party Cakes
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the anglican church 

of the West darling 

hosted the bishop 

of the riverina for 

a pastoral visit 

recently. the right 

reverend dr. douglas stevens and his 

wife denise (pictured above) made their 

first visit to the corner country to visit the 

remote congregations around the most 

northern area of his diocese. 

Revd. Captains Ron & Crystal Spindler 

had the pleasure of driving the Bishop 

and his wife first to Packsaddle, where a 

baptismal service was held in the Shearing 

Shed. Then off to Tibooburra for a service in 

the Frontier Church and a visit to Cameron’s 

Corner. On Sunday they found themselves 

in White Cliffs for lunch at the Corner Shop 

with some of the town folk. Many came 

to meet their Bishop. There was a sense of 

unity and oneness, especially when times 

have been hard with 

the drought. 

The children at 

White Cliffs Public 

School enjoyed a visit 

on the Monday. It was 

here Bishop Doug and Denise shared 

a song with the children and explained 

what it means to be a Bishop. The children 

enjoyed the time with them. They asked 

questions and shared with the Bishop their 

own song, “The Dugout Kids’. 

Revd Crystal Spindler expressed her 

delight in being able to show the beauty 

of the outback to the Bishop. ‘It was a 

long trek to cover in two half days but the 

friendships and Christian faith which have 

been established made the distance worth 

while’. 

The Bishop has said he would love to 

visit some of the stations on his next visit.

Sun, sand, saltbush and Sunday Service!
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BCA Field Staff Conference

impressions

A mass migration in mid September 

took about 130 Field and Home Staff from 

the four corners of Australia to the cold 

climes of Tasmania, as early spring was 

trying to break away from severe winter. 

Some Northerners seemed to be in a state 

of shock, but soon, as later responses 

indicated, the warmth of fellowship, good 

food, stimulating Bible study, workshops, 

the venue, fun and worship broke the 

ice. A children’s program freed parents to 

participate fully.

For me, the most challenging part was 

the Bible teaching. Bishop Ross Nicholson 

led us on a lively overview of the book 

of Revelation, explaining some of the 

difficult parts and 

focusing on the main 

themes—God’s final 

victory and the call 

to discipleship. Ross’s 

studies paved the 

way as our second 

teaching from 1 

Corinthians led by 

Bishop Graham Cray 

from England who called us to be disciple 

livers and makers. We are called not only 

to be citizens of heaven, but also we are 

to be identified with, not withdrawn from, 

our culture. Although the ancient town of 

Corinth is separated from us by 2000 years, 

there are many parallels that are similar 

to our modern Western culture such as 
Continued over

When September 2008

Where Tamar Valley, Tasmania

guests 130 Field and Home Staff

speakers  Bishop Graham Cray & his 

wife, Jackie – UK 

  Bishop Ross Nicholson – 

Missioner Bishop Tasmania

Above: BCA Field Staff and families and Home Staff  
Below: Joy Sandefur & Kim Eggleton
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individualism, divisions between the rich 

and poor, snobbery, idolatry, consumerism 

and sexual promiscuity. It was hard to 

live a life that reflected God’s Kingdom 

when a powerful all pervasive culture was 

clamouring for your allegiance.

Graham Cray suggested that the meas-

ure of Christian ethics and behaviour was 

whether or not they belonged in heaven. 

The greatest temptations for Christians 

and the world today are Individualism, 

Consumerism, and Constructivism. In a 

world like this you live totally for your own 

self and any relationships are only valuable 

if self-fulfilling. True satisfaction and status 

is found in the freedom to shop and acquire 

things. Expressions like “retail therapy”, 

“I shop therefore I am”, and “I deserve it” 

are language keys to the new religion. 

Advertisers are masters of spin, support-

ing this new belief ascribing products with 

mystical beneficial power. This leads to a 

false construction that we don’t need God’s 

heaven, because heaven has already come 

in what we buy and experience on behalf 

of self. The Bishop suggested that even we 

Christians are not immune and we may 

subconsciously be buying into this godless, 

pervading construction.

The above teaching was very challenging 

and we were asked to live as disciples of 

Christ today, not just believers, willing 

to take on board the benefits of being 

Christians, but also the hard yards of 

genuinely living for Jesus today. 

greg Jones

Beyond our expectations!
The conference gave us a real sense of 
belonging to a wonderfully innovative 
organisation.

We felt thoroughly spoiled at Tamar Valley

ross nicholson’s sessions were Excellent 
Teaching, he spoke with passion, and it was 
done in a way that made Revelation easy to 
understand

graham cray was helpful and challenging 
making the church relevant today…. 

Refreshing... I now want to read the book. 
Graham opened up a new dimension to my 
spiritual journey.

Wendy & Chris Thiele at the Conference



THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 23

BCA Field Staff Conference

Bishop Ross Nicholson on Revelation & Bishop Graham Cray’s talks are now 
available – CD, DVD or MP
CD or DVD -$10 each or $15 for the set of 2 • MP- $8 each or $12 for the set of 2

Jackie cray gave us helpful practical ways 
of welcoming children… a clear challenge to 
engage in children’s ministry.

royce’s sessions of financial issues for 
Christian workers opened up areas we’d not 
thought about before . 

free time was a much needed time out from 
using my brain

Having the Executive Committee and Personal 
committee members there was very positive 
and put a new depth to the occasion

Good to know more about BCA

I heard about the BCA family but to 
experience it first hand was really special

Shot in the arm to encourage us

I think the real value comes from the Field 
Staff being able to network with people in 
similar situations

“Huge Jumping Pillow looked great; we were 
envious of the kid’s programme”  
Field Staff couple in their 50’s 

Great meeting people from across the nation 
and throughout the BCA prayer notes

The networking opportunities were amongst 
the best parts of the conference for us.

I am looking forward to purchasing the DVD’s 
of the speaker’s sessions

Ian & Nancy Cutlack (Heathcote)

Mike & Chantalle Keith (Lightning 
Ridge) with Rachel

Left: Rob Healy (WA Committee), Jenny 
and Chris Baxter (NSW RO) with the 
Johnsons of Newman
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“Meeting and working with Field Staff, where 
they live. Meeting new people and learning 
different ways of life. We were invited to 
attend an Aboriginal Funeral”  
(Kelvin & Annette Hill, Croydon, Vic)

“Meeting lovely people” (Steven & Frances 
Smith, Pymble, NSW, following a trip to WA 
for Christ for Campers”)

“We were able to help out at BCA supported 
churches in Roxby Downs, Coober Pedy, 
Winton and Blackwater … We would 
definitely recommend being Nomads to 
anyone else... Thank you for help in allowing 
us to fulfil our dream.”  
(John & Lois Chalmers, Young NSW)

and thanks from the field staff

“Did I get to send you the letter I intended at 
the end of last year to testify to the excellence 
of the Nomads who came through last year? 
… we were impressed by the calibre of the 
people who called in, and by the amount of 
work they accomplished and the quality of 
it; as well as the enjoyable fellowship we 

shared” (Rev Bill Ross, Port Hedland)

“The other month we said a sad farewell to 
John & Marion – two BCA Nomads who were 
a blessing to us all. They hadn’t even got out 
of their car before I was asking for their help, 
and they ministered with great generosity of 
spirit ...” (Rev Rob Ferguson, Woady Yaloak)

could your family be nomads?

Nomads are just like you – Christian folk 
who rejoice in the chance to serve our Lord 
by setting aside some time in their travels to 
help BCA Field Staff. You can travel as far or 
as near as you wish – look at the map on the 
back cover of “The Real Australian”.

it’s not too late to offer your support to 
the christ for campers programme at 
mallacoota from January 5 to 11 2009 – or 
in the north West in July. Pray about how 
you might be able to help, and download 
the forms from the bca web site or 
contact your nearest bca office for more 
information.

Highlights as a BCA Nomad

Geoff Bird helps with the maintenance
Nomad, Beris Bird helping out at 
Nungalinya
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A visit to APOSS
“For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do”  
Ephensians 2:10

During a 7pm service at St. 

Andrews Roseville (NSW) 

earlier this year a servant 

of God, Rev. Dale Barclay 

was welcomed by our 

congregation as one of his 

link missionary churches. 

Dale was interviewed 

and left us with an open 

invitation to visit APOSS (Anglican Parish of 

Sunraysia South). For two and a half weeks 

my mind was being thrown back and forth 

over this invitation, and centred on the big 

question of “what could I possibly offer the 

APOSS?” especially as our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus had only become the Lord of my life 

on the 15th of March 2007. After praying 

to our heavenly Father by myself and with 

friends, and constantly reflecting on the 

word of God, it finally hit me like a steam 

train: Romans 12:3-8 (“…so in Christ we 
who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given 
us...”)
Drilling, nailing, sanding, wiping, climbing, 

photographing, mowing, painting, wiping, 

formatting, backing-up, talking, listening, 

waiting, running, walking, driving, 

collecting, eating, drinking, feeding, 

climbing, board-gaming, singing, praising, 

Geoff Bird helps with the maintenance

praying, rejoicing, loving and 

caring are just some of the 

things that God had blessed 

me and everyone I met 

during my visit to APOSS. I 

could keep going on and on 

about how God was working 

through me and all the 

people through the APOSS 

community, and broader 

community including the 

Salvation Army, ‘Diggerland’, 

and the denominations 

involved with the Nangiloc 

Community Church, but I 

can’t do justice here to all the amazing 

things that happened and particularly the 

wonderful and loving people I had met. 

I was completely blown away with the 

hospitality shown by all, as well as the 

skills I learned and could share with others. 

Though it was so far from home (I live 

in Sydney), I felt right at home with my 

eternal brothers and sisters.

With all my heart and mind I’d like to 

encourage everyone to reach out beyond 

the local worldly community, and see how 

wide, deep, high and low the Kingdom of 

God is, particularly in this blessed and free 

country we live in. There is so much the 

presence of a new Christian face can have 

in a community, and all it took for me was 

to open myself up to God and accept a 

simple invitation. The impact it has had on 

my life, and on those I’ve met is just as Paul 

describes in Ephesians 2:1-10.

klaas “James” koster Manly Vale, Sydney
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We often use this interesting expression, 

which denotes many things that may or 

may not have a limit. 

There is another expression loosely 

connected - what happens when we reach 

the end of our string? 

In life many circumstances cause us to 

reach the end of our string. A new mother 

may have the overwhelming sense of not 

being able to cope; for another, the family 

budget doesn’t stretch far enough; or 

you may be in the midst of an emotional 

meltdown brought about by relational 

difficulties. For many in rural situations, the 

drought has meant they have nothing left – 

no cash reserves, no breeding stock and no 

apparent direction to turn. If you feel that 

you are at the end of your string, you know 

exactly what I am talking about. 

As a Christian, we are not isolated from 

the problems faced in a broken and fallen 

world. The Bible contains many references 

to words like pain, anguish, heartache 

and despair as reflections on the state of 

living in which we may find ourselves. If I 

am at the end of my string, and have an 

overwhelming sense of despair, how does 

this relate to Bible verses like John 10:10 

where Jesus says that He came to offer me 

life more abundantly? I certainly do not 

make light of whatever circumstance you 

are in at the moment that makes you feel 

as if you are “at the end of your string”. 

Yet it may help to see beyond this 

current situation to what God intends for 

your life. (And in such a small article I leave 

out more than I can include!) At the end 

of our life, 

God’s most 

precious 

desire for you and me is that 

we might have a rich and living faith in 

Him. “In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 
come so that your faith – of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire – may be proved genuine, 
and may result in praise, glory and honour 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  
(1 Peter 1:6,7). 

Step into the shoes of the psalmist 

(Psalm 69/71) and see if what is said is 

something you can relate to. In the midst 

of pain, stress and anguish, the psalmist, 

out of his human despair turns heavenward 

to the living and loving God. It is often 

not until we reach the end of our string 

that, with all vestiges of human strength, 

bravado and accomplishment gone we turn 

to God. Are you at the end of your string? 

Then turn to the Psalms for as you walk in 

the steps of the psalmist, you will also turn 

in the direction of the psalmist as he turned 

toward God. 

And you will find that there is still 

more string. How long is a piece of string 

when one end is held by a loving Heavenly 

Father?

John cronshaw

How long is a piece of string? 
busPa’s corner
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From the archives

a quote from the real australian of may 

1926 tells of life for many children in the 

bush in those days:

“The Pathos of a Home. Our Motor 
Mission Van purrs its even way along the 
country road. Suddenly we come to a fairly 
open space, with scrub cleared away, though 
the tall trees still stand. We see a bark house, 
not hut, because it consists of three rooms – 
all bark, roof, sides, ceiling, good Australian 
bark. We go to the door, to be met by a 
dispirited looking mother. (That’s the tragedy 
of the bush: the broken dispirited women!) 
On enquiry, out came the children. Eight 
of them aged from two to fifteen years. 
They are all at home because there is no 
school anywhere near. Education to them is 
almost an impossibility. They quickly became 
friendly and an invitation to come and look 
at the van is readily accepted. We bring out 
the Scripture picture roll and a few questions 
show that their religious knowledge is of 
vaguest character. So we took them by the 

roadside, an unconventional Sunday School 
class and with the aid of pictures sought to 
make clear the wonder of the love of God in 
Jesus. Books were given out, a photo taken 
and then we go on. The mother is still there 
and the children. The bark house, with all its 
discomforts and crudities still stands. The 
cheerlessness of the lonely life still reigns”.

BCA’s children’s hostels were first 

commenced in 1920 to enable children such 

as these to attend schools in towns and 

the Mail Bag Sunday School was set up to 

cater for those at home. As circumstances 

changed over the years so BCA provided 

other hostels and forms of children’s and 

youth ministry. Today it has a growing 

ministry through Youth Workers as well as 

support for religious education in country 

schools (see other articles in this issue).

Do give your prayerful and practical 

support for these growing ministries of 

BCA. 

clem kirkby

Sunday School by the roadside
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 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

 music   

bca 129 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95 

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95

bca 219 Meet the King Emu $16.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 222 We are His People Emu $19.95

bca 207 You Alone–Emu Live Emu $19.95

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 224 Sing 2 Jesus Sandra Marscham $20.00

bca 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

bca 231 “J is for Jesus” Karen Pang $19.95

bca 232 Living On The Inside Greg Jones $30.00

BCA 234 Take My Life Garage Hymnal $19.95

 books

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 103 Bush Parson Leon Morris $10.00

bca 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 There are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

gift catalogue
francy the fearful 
firefly by  
Jen anderson
Childhood anxiety is one of this 
generation’s growing problems. 
Francy the Fearful Firefly is 
designed to open up the lines 
of communication between 
children and their parents, 
teachers and grandparents 
about fear and trust in God.
bca 130 $14.95

the real australian
“take my life” – 
garage hymnal
Garage Hymnal are a 
band devoted to building 
the body of Christ which 
evolved in 2004 from 
the Sydney University 
Evangelical Unions 
Annual Conference band. 
This project saw the band source material from young 
Christian songwriters all over Australia. ”Take My 
Life” features eleven new congregational songs, plus 
fresh takes on songs by Mark Peterson and Philip 
Percival
bca 234 $19.95

neW!

neW!
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 books 

bca 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 104 Unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter Nicholls $9.95

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

bca 127  Teenage Bushranger  Kerry Medway $19.95

bca 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95

bca 130 Francy The Fearful Butterfly Jen Anderson $14.95

bca 131 “Party Cakes” Julie Lanham $24.95

 childrens books

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books–set of 12 Dr Paul White $15.00

 self helP & educational

bca 125 Tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA Tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA Teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

bca 126 Heart Beat Prayer Cards set of 5  $5.50

neW!

“amazing grace” by 
Peter rahme
You’ve heard the song and seen 
the movie – now read the story 
of the man behind the song – 
John Newton. An easy to read, yet captivating story of 
his life – well researched by Peter 

Rahme. bca 128  $7.95

“colin’s faVourites Plus!  
liVe in sydney 2000”
Includes 17 classic video clips from 
Jesus Rocks the World; King of 
Christmas; 10,9.8 God is Great and 
others  bca 227  $19.95

“Party cakes” 
by Julie 
lanham
A colourfully 
presented and easy 
to follow cookbook 
for all celebration 
cakes. Julie 
Lanham (BCA Gilgandra) has 
put together 49 inspired designs to choose from, each 
with easy to follow, step by step instructions, including 
templates. 
bca 131 $24.95 
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

TOTAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visacard American Express

         expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form
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i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 Mastercard   Visacard         American Express

Name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card No

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter No. (if available)  

response form

  the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation 

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to  

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter number 
as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the first 
letter of your State). Our Bank details are : Westpac bsb 032 008 account 000706

$1. my donation of                        to bca’s ministry–general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 My merchandise Order form is attached 
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